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FINDING A WAY



WASHINGTON STATE HAS 

THE PEOPLE, RESOURCES, 

AND INNOVATIVE SPIRIT

TO CREATE THE BEST PUBLIC  

EDUCATION SYSTEM  

IN THE WORLD.  

BUT IT’S GOING TO

TAKE TOUGH DECISIONS 

FROM EACH OF US TO  

MAKE IT A REALITY.



Finding a way forward

At the League of Education Voters, we believe a student’s education should be  

a continuum with seamless transitions. Our vision, A Way Forward, requires a new 

definition of basic education, which includes early learning, strategic investments  

in K–12 education, and at least two years of postsecondary education. 

While some may suggest that this definition is more than we can afford, we believe 

that we cannot afford not to make this investment. Too many kids, particularly  

low-income kids, arrive at kindergarten already behind. At the other end of the  

education spectrum, all evidence points to the need for a postsecondary degree  

or certificate in preparation for the jobs of today and tomorrow.

A high-quality public education system from early learning through higher educa-

tion is critical to ensuring a strong home-grown workforce and state economy. 

Washington state has the people, resources, and innovative spirit to create the  

best public education system in the world, but it’s going to take tough decisions  

from each of us to make it a reality. During 2015, we are engaging policymakers, 

community members, parents, and educators across the state to discuss this vision 

and how, working together, we can make it a reality. We invite you to join us.

Thank you for all you do to ensure that each Washington student receives an  

excellent public education, from cradle to career. We could not do it without you. 

Chris Korsmo, CEO



2014
Passage of the meaningful high school  
diploma (SB 6552), legislation that authorizes  
the State Board of Education to implement  
their recommended 24-credit high school  
graduation requirements.

2014 was a successful year for those of us working to improve public education in 

Washington state. Thanks to your support, the League of Education Voters (LEV) 

and the LEV Foundation worked with partners to shape education policy debates, 

built powerful coalitions, and grew the number of grassroots advocates in order to 

improve education outcomes for all our students.

During 2014, LEV partnered with the Excellent Schools Now Coalition to pass the 

College and Career Ready Diploma. Parents and community members advocated 

for eight years to pass this law, which requires students, beginning with the class 

of 2019, to have 24 credits to graduate from high school. With this updated  

diploma, more Washington students will graduate high school prepared for  

both college and career.
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We trained over 850 parents, family, and community members to advocate  

for education improvements and the issues impacting our kids and schools.  

In addition to our annual Puget Sound training, we partnered with community- 

based organizations and school districts to offer trainings across the state. 

We expanded our Lunchtime LEVinar series to offer webinars on timely issues, 

including high-quality early learning, transforming school discipline, and  

school funding.

In late 2014, we released A Way Forward, LEV’s vision for what a high-quality  

public education system—from early learning through higher education— 

should include.



Passage of the Real Hope Act, also called the  
Dream Act (SB 6523), legislation that expands 
college financial aid and makes college more 
accessible for all students regardless of their  
immigration status.

Increase of $1 billion in education funding for the 
2013–15 biennium, which includes dou bling the 
number of students enrolled in full-day kinder-
garten and WaKIDS.

The stories that follow are just a few of the highlights from 2014 made possible 

through the generous support of our donors.

Activists of the month 

In our monthly e-newsletter, Ed Advocate, we highlight the work of parents  

and community members who advocate with LEV on behalf of all  

Washington students.

During 2014, Quontica and Marlando Sparks were two of LEV’s Activists of the 

Month. They testified at the State Board of Education about the College and  

Career Ready Diploma, as well as in the State Legislature about the need to 

transform school discipline.

Quontica and Marlando have both worked for their school district, so they are 

familiar with the way the public school system works. Quontica says that they 

were two of a handful of African American staff members in the district and many 

parents in the community approached them for help and advice in navigating the 

system. Through word of mouth, Quontica and Marlando became the de facto 

experts in their community on parental rights and advocacy within the public  

education system.

Quontica and Marlando believe that parent engagement can be the deciding  

factor between a child’s success or failure. 

In their case, Quontica and Marlando’s oldest son had an Individualized Education 

Program (IEP) and ran into obstacles with the special education system in school. 

2014 Activists  
of the Month

Sarah Butcher

Betsy Cohen

Lynda Collie-Johnson

Maria Estrada

Connie Gerlitz

Ashley Guerra

Jennifer Karls

Linda Lozano 

Adel Sefrioui 

Beth Sigall

Carol Solomon

Quontica & Marlando 
Sparks

Paulina Zepeda



Passage of SB 6163 created the Expanded 
Learning Opportunities Council to research  
and recommend solutions to reduce summer 
learning loss and implement a pilot program  
to extend the school year.

In addition, the family lived in Oregon for two of the years that their son was  

in high school, and the coursework he completed in Oregon did not align with  

Washington state curriculum. 

“The only way he made it through high school and moved on to college,” says 

Quontica, “is thanks to his determination and our unwavering engagement  

and involvement.”

But Quontica says they reflected on more than their own children or their own 

experiences when taking action with LEV. 

“At my job in the district office, I watched so many kids trying and failing to make it 

through. Their stories all too often had a sad ending, and I want to change that.”

Regardless of what the future holds for Quontica and Marlando, you can rest 

assured that they will be engaging with, and advocating for, parents and youth 

throughout their community—and throughout the state. 

Graduating all students college and career ready in Washington 

During 2014, we worked with our partners in the Excellent Schools Now Coalition 

to pass the College and Career Ready Diploma (SB 6552), which requires all  

students, beginning with the class of 2019, to graduate with a 24-credit high 

school diploma.

Following the bill’s passage, LEV worked with a group of parents and community 

members who testified at a State Board of Education meeting in which the imple-

mentation rules for the new legislation were being established. Seventeen people 
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Passage of SB 6129 improved career pathways 
and professional development opportunities  
for paraeducators.

Passage of SB 6424 established the Washington 
State Seal of Biliteracy and recognized high school 
graduates who are proficient in speaking, reading, 
and writing in one or more languages in addition  
to English.

testified, including African American and Latino parents and students,  

foster parents, parents of students with special needs, grandparents, and  

Spanish-speaking parents.

These advocates successfully communicated to the State Board the importance 

of maintaining the new law’s academic rigor. As a result, the Board voted that the 

only credits that could be waived were electives and non-core academic courses. 

The advocates also successfully convinced the Board that parental engagement 

is a key component to a student’s success. The Board voted that parental signoff 

on the third year of math and science must take precedence over school staff 

decisions and that districts must work to make course materials requiring parental 

signoff available in the parent’s native language.



“  LEV empowers me to find and use my own 
voice.”  —Sharon Taubel

ACCION: LEV Foundation’s parent & community training

“Sending my child to school is the only way I can ensure he doesn’t have to work 

as hard as I do; it is the only way out for my family. But I cannot speak English,  

so how am I going to make sure that he succeeds in school?”

This is one of the many stories that can be heard in Washington’s Yakima Valley. 

Located in eastern Washington and known for its lively agricultural communities 

and large production of hops, it is also home to a large and vibrant Latino  

community that makes up approximately 40 percent of the population.

While public education is confusing and complicated for a lot of people,  

navigating the system can be particularly challenging for Yakima’s Latino  

community, as many parents only speak Spanish and work long hours in the  

fields trying to provide for their families.
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“  My work with LEV has raised my awareness  
to the systemic issues we face in public  
education. LEV has provided me with valuable 
tools to speak up, step up, and enact change.” 
—Juliet Perry

“   I advocate for kids because it matters. I have 
always cared about education but LEV gave 
me the tools and knowledge to translate that 
concern into meaningful action.”   
—Betsy Cohen

During one Saturday morning in June 2014, the LEV Foundation partnered  

with Inspire Development Centers and the Sunnyside School District to offer an  

all-day training—Parents Partnering in Education—for over 200 parents and family 

and community members.

The all-day event included nearly 20 different workshops and presentations,  

with topics like the basics of advocacy, the importance of early learning,  

transforming school discipline, graduating college ready, and how to best  

support children with special needs. 

At the end of the day, over 200 parents and family and community members left  

inspired and ready to take “ACCION” on behalf of their children and schools.

350 Attendees participated in our online Lunchtime LEVinars

850 Parents and community members attended LEV trainings

1,630 Grassroots “actions” taken by LEV advocates

12,000 Readers of ED ADVOCATE, LEV’s monthly e-newsletter

27,500 Unique visits to the LEV website

LEV Foundation by the numbers in 2014



How we’re finding a way forward in 2015 

We believe the pathway to providing a high-quality public education for all  

students begins with identifying and funding what works.

For LEV, this requires a new definition of basic education, which includes  

early learning, strategic investments in teacher compensation and professional 

learning, and at least two years of postsecondary education for each  

Washington student.

During 2015, LEV will continue to work with our legislative champions and  

partners in Olympia to achieve ample, equitable, and sustainable funding for 

public education. To fund the League of Education Voters’ vision of an education 

continuum, we must overhaul how we fund public education in our state. To be 

successful will require us to think differently about the investment we make to  

support education and prepare each of our state’s students for the future.

We can and must do better for Washington’s students 

Our work with community partners will continue to expand in eastern  

Washington and will also venture into Snohomish County. Our parent and  

community trainings across the state will identify new partners, such as early 

learning childcare providers, and we will work side by side with them to advocate 

for high-quality early learning opportunities for our youngest learners.

We look forward to working with higher education partners to identify  

opportunities to promote postsecondary access and completion.

With your support, we will continue to partner with parents, community members, 

business leaders, and educators to ensure that Washington has a high-quality 

public education system, from early learning through higher education.
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 Total all funds 2014 2013 2012

(unaudited)

 Earned revenue 

 Foundation & nonprofit grants $  2,936,647 $  2,041,351 $  2,909,094 

 Individual contributions  463,047  349,121  249,572 

 Corporate contributions  95,350  78,164  163,137 

 Events, net of expenses  128,364  121,162  64,139 

 Other  181,145  204,750  - 

 Total earned revenue $  3,804,553 $  2,794,548 $  3,385,942 

 Expenses 

 Overhead $  600,314 $  463,562 $  561,526 

 Fundraising  176,439  153,312  173,577 

 Direct program  1,374,170  1,310,640  2,381,516 

 South Shore School  971,816  994,540  974,053 

 Total expenses $  3,122,739 $  2,922,054 $  4,090,672 

 Total change to reserves $  681,814 $  (127,506) $  (704,730)

 Balance sheet 

 Total assets $  2,869,466 $  3,634,501 $  2,145,617 

 Total liabilities  627,029  2,073,876  457,486 

 Net assets $  2,242,437 $  1,560,625 $  1,688,131 

 Liquidity 

 Cash & investments $  1,232,511 $  661,228 $  916,660 

 Unrestricted net assets $  355,544 $  529,997 $  176,664 

 Board operating reserve $  100,000 $  50,000 $ - 

Financial overview
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CORPORATE, FOUNDATION,  
AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS

AFT Washington, AFL-CIO

Alliance for Education

Apex Foundation

Bezos Family Foundation

Bill & Melinda Gates FDN Matching Gifts

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Black Family Foundation

The Boeing Company

John Brown Jr. Fund

College Spark Washington

David & Cathy Habib Foundation

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

DHM Research

EcoNorthwest

Fidelity Charitable Gifts

The Nick & Leslie Hanauer Foundation

The Hanlon Foundation

The Knossos Foundation

Kraft Foods Foundation

Lucky Seven Foundation

Merrill Family Fund

Microsoft Corporation

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program

Nu Black Arts West Theatre

Ordinary People Foundation

Pacific Coast Feather Company

About the LEV Foundation

The LEV Foundation (LEVF) is a 501(c)3 charitable organization that provides  

strategic, accurate, and timely information about research-driven education  

policies and practices to citizens, educators, policymakers, and the media.

LEVF partners with community-based organizations to educate parents and  

community members about how they can improve public education systems  

in their communities and across the state.

LEVF’s programs include coalition building, grassroots organizing, training,  

policy research, and analysis. LEVF works to improve opportunities for every  

public school student in the state, and especially, students and families who  

are historically underserved and disproportionately affected by failing systems.

Pacific Northwest Montessori Association

Pyramid Communications Inc.

The Raikes Foundation

The Seattle Foundation

The Todd & Carolyn Simpson Family Trust

Thrive Washington

United Jewish Foundation

United Way of King County

Washington Education Association

Washington State Charter Schools Association

LEV FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chris Korsmo, President & Executive Director

Tom Weeks, Board Chair

Janet Levinger, Immediate Past Chair

Kevin Washington, Treasurer

Arik Korman, Secretary

Karen Cooper

Thelma Jackson

Erin Kahn

Chris Larson

Sharonne Navas

Sarah Reyneveld

Renee Radcliff Sinclair

Hope Teague-Bowling

Larry Wright



DONORS

Lea Aemisegger
Liz Allen
Josalyn Alston
E. Glenn Anderson
Anonymous
Emily Anthony
Nina Auerbach
James & Lesley Austin
Flor Avendano
Janis Avery
John & Valerie Backus
Mona Bailey
Amanda Bakke
Howard Behar
Pamela Belyea
Heidi Bennett
James Berry
Jennifer Beyers
Lisa Bialek
Dana Black
Katherine Black
Watson & Jane Blair
Lisa Bontje
John Bowen
Olita Bracking
Brad & Judy Chase
Faizah Bradford
Nicholas Bradford
Paul & Debbi Brainerd
Connie Brennand
Shira Brewer
Rachel Brooks
Carolina Brown
James & Susan Brown
Jane Brown
Richard & Susan Brown
Ruth Brown
William Bryant
Diane Buckley
Tim Burgess
Alan Burke
Marta Burnet
German & Vivian Burtscher
Ward & Judy Bushnell
Sarah Butcher
Allegra Calder
Robin Callahan
Allison Capen
Jane Chadsey
Kathryn Challenger
Jay & Stephanie  
 Cherrington
Lisa Chick
Kevin Clark
Elizabeth Cohen
Christy Collins
Kimberly Connors
Karen Cooper
Billy Corriher
Kate Coxon
Joseph Crawford
Jamie Creola

Bruce Dammeier
Steven Daschle
RaShelle Davis
Leslie Decker
John D. Delafield
Carmela Dellino
Vincent & Roslyn Duffy
Jonathan Dunn
Brianna Dusseault
Christopher Eide
William D. Ellis
Cheryl Ellsworth
Susan Enfield
Meeghan Engberg
Maria Eshan
Suzanne Estey
Sandra Everlove
Natasha Fedo
Jane Fellner
Mary Fertakis
Linnea Fichter
Natalia Fior
William Fleming
Katherine Frew
James L. Fridley
Carol Frodge
Theresa Fujiwara
William Gates
Paul Georgieff
Connie Gerlitz
Stacy Gillet
Heather Gingerich
Susan L. Goding
Jon Gould
Sonja Griffin
Geralyn Guerrero
Mariellen Gunn
Sarah Hager
Kyle Halmrast
Edith Harding
Karen Harris
Anne Heavey
Thomas Henderson
Eugene & Mary Heuschel
Marriane Heywood
David Hill
Lindsay Hill
Anne Hilton
Kathryn Hobbs
Charles Hoff
Ross Hogin
Nancy Hopkins
Ina Howell
Trudi Inslee
Dena Isaac
Thelma Jackson
Trudi Jackson
Lisa Jaret
Betsy Johnson
Chrislyn Johnson
Jason & Erica Johnson
Margaret Johnson

Sara Jones
Ruth Kagi
Erin Kahn
David & Jennifer Karls
Barbara Kelley
Elizabeth Kellison
Matt & Sara Kellogg
Tara Kelly
Linda Kennedy
Dylan Kilpatrick
Caroline King
Susan Klastorin
Katherine Kleitsch
Michael Komola
Arik Korman
Chris Korsmo
Diane Kroll
Alison Krupnick
Robin Lake
Antonio Laliberte
Lee Lambert
Mary Beth Lambert
Ayva Larson
Chris Larson
Brooke Lather
David Lawson
Steve Leahy
Grant & Allison Leep
Devin & Sherry Lehmann
Pearl Leung
Sara Levin
Hannah Lidman
Amy Liu
J. Lockwald
Jeffrey Long
Paul Luzack
Calvin Lyons
Kristine Lytton
Lisa & Ross Macfarlane
William MacGeorge
Peter Maier & Liz Tennant
Caroline Maillard
Michael Marion
Harium Martin-Morris
Yalonda Gill Masundire
Tre´ Maxie
Marcie Maxwell
Kristina Mayer
Matthew McCuthen
Marian McDermott
Rob McKenna
Johnnie McKinley
David F. McShea
Jenifer Merkel
Margaret Mesaros
Margaret Meyers
Egils Milbergs
Holly Miller
Steven Miller
Joseph Monda
Anne Moore
Margaret Moore

Erik Morgan
Amanda Morris
Ian H. Morris
Sara Morris
Isabel Muñoz-Colón
Emily Murphy
Leslie Neighbor
Martin Nelson
Dean Nielsen
Don Nielsen
Iris Nielsen
Eileen & Patricia Bettasso  
 Norton
Roxanna Norouzi
Molly O’Connor
Mary Ellen O’Keefe
David Okimoto
Elizabeth O’Neill
Jason Osgood
Margaret Lawton O’Sullivan
Melissa Pailthorp
Alan Painter
Deborah Parsons
John Pehrson
Adam Petkun
Kathleen Pierce
Sherman & Traci Pierce
Scott Poepping
Mary Lynne Poole
Telca Porras
David Powell
Mitchell Price
Mahlon Priest
Marquita Prinzing
Rodney Proctor
Deeann Puffert
Cynthia Raffety
Susie Rantz
Yvonne Redding-White
Jay Reich
Jill Reimer
Marta Reyes-Newberry
Sarah Reyneveld
Elizabeth Richer
Thomas Riley
Natalie Robbecke
Lorilyn Roller
Jane Ronngren
Robert & Katherine Roseth
David Rule
Erik Rundell
Brenda Running
Renee Russak
David Sarju
Michelle Sarju
Megan Sather
Keisha Scarlett
David & Patricia Moriarty 
 Schaefer
Kelli Schmidt
Rachel Scholkin
Jackie Schultz

Thomas Seery
Adel Sefrioui
Jill Sells
Greg Shaw
Eric Shellan
Roxanne Shepherd
Tracy Sherman
Anne-Gisele Sherwood
Morgan Shook
Byron & Susan Shutz
Maxine Siegel
Carolyn Simpson
Cohida Sinno
Walter Sive
Steven & Catherine Slaton
Ben Somerville
Daniel & Tamsen Spengler
Jeffrey Sprung
John & Theresa Gillespie 
 Stanton
Donald Stark
Robert Stephenson
Amy Sterner
Dorothy Stimpson
Heidi Stolte
Karen Strickland
Susan Sturms
Julia Suliman
Susan Sullivan
Steve Sundquist
Kathryn Sutta
Catherine Sweeney
Antoinette  Talbert
Dexter Tang
John Tapogna
Valerie & Brian Arbogast 
 Tarico
Sharon Lee Taubel
Hope Teague-Bowling
W. Terry
Paul Teske
Maria Thompson
Dawn Trudeau
Lynne Tucker
Carol Van Noy
Israel Vela
Jake Vela
Maya Vengadasalam
John & Susan Verduin
Elizabeth J. Warman
Kevin Washington
Suzanne Weaver
Sarah Weber
Tom Weeks
Vicki Weeks
Laura Wells
Sam Whiting
Deborah Wilds
Linda Williams
Troy Wingfield
Larry & Elaine Woo
Grace Yuan
Norma Zavaly

We apologize for any errors or omissions to this list. Please contact info@educationvoters.org to make any corrections.
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Bonnie Berk

Mike & Jackie Bezos

Thomas Bugert

Christine Cheever

Emer Dooley

Nicolas J. Hanauer

Erin Kahn

Arik Korman

Lee Lambert

Sara Levin

Janet Levinger

David Okimoto

Jeff & Tricia Raikes

David Schaefer

Greg Shaw

Steve Sundquist

John Tapogna

Tom Vander Ark

Kevin Washington

Elaine Woo

Ann P. Wyckoff

LEV BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chris Korsmo, President & Executive Director

Karen Cooper, Board Chair

Sarah Reyneveld, Vice Chair

Kevin Washington, Treasurer

Arik Korman, Secretary

Vange Ocasio Hochheimer

Betsy Johnson

Lee Lambert

Janet Levinger

Dean Nielsen

Marquita Prinzing

David Schaefer

Bill Shaw

Tom Weeks

About the League of Education Voters

Founded in 2001, the League of Education Voters (LEV) is a non-partisan 501(c)4 

organization that partners with parents, students, and civic leaders to advocate 

for a high-quality public education system in Washington state. LEV is the only 

statewide organization working to improve public education from early learning 

through higher education and to ensure ample, equitable, and stable funding.

Working on behalf of students, LEV has successfully led the charge on many  

of the landmark funding and policy decisions helping to improve the education  

landscape in Washington.

We apologize for any errors or omissions to this list. Please contact info@educationvoters.org to make any corrections.





OUR VISION IS THAT EVERY 
STUDENT IN WASHINGTON 
STATE HAS ACCESS TO  
AN EXCELLENT PUBLIC  
EDUCATION THAT PROVIDES 
THE OPPORTUNITY  
FOR SUCCESS.

2734 Westlake Ave N  
Seattle, WA 98109 
206.728.6448 
educationvoters.org

We invite you to join us in pursuing this vision.


