Governor Gregoire’s Full-Day Kindergarten Budget Request
December 2012

Continue the phase-in of full-day kindergarten programs. Building from increases in state funding for preschools, full-day kindergarten is expanded to all public schools where more than 50 percent of the student population is eligible for free or reduced price lunch. Currently, only 44 percent of such schools are funded. Under HB 2776, all schools will receive state funding for full-day kindergarten by 2018.
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· Schools with 50% or more poverty rate would be funded.

· Would reach 48% of all kindergarten students.

· $121 million  next biennium 

· Without considering capacity:
· Would reach 20,560 additional students.
· Would add 318 schools to the list of approved schools.

· Without adding any additional space (i.e., no portables or new rooms)
· Would reach only 16,726 students.
· Would reach only 264 schools.

· With just new portables:
· Would reach 19,271 (additional 2,545 students in portables).
· Would reach 297 schools (33 schools need portables).
· A total of 38 portables needed at a cost of $9,500,000.

· With adding classrooms:
· A total of 37 classrooms are needed, at a cost of $14,208,000.

