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The Basics


· The 2007 Legislature established a timeline for providing voluntary, state-funded, full-day Kindergarten (FDK) in our state by the 2017-18 school year 
· Schools with the highest rates of poverty are to be funded first. 



· The law (RCW 28A.150.315) includes elements that must be provided in full-day Kindergarten classrooms
· At least 1000 hours of instruction
· A curriculum that offers a rich, varied set of experiences that 
assist students in:
· Developing skills in reading, mathematics, and writing
· Developing  communication skills
· Providing experiences in science, social studies, arts, health and physical education, and a world language other than English
· Acquiring large and small motor skills
· Acquiring social and emotional skills
· Learning through hands-on experiences
· Establish learning environments that are developmentally appropriate and promote creativity
· Demonstrate strong connections and communication with early learning community providers
· Participate in kindergarten program readiness activities with early learning providers and parents
· Administer the Washington Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (WaKIDS) beginning in the 2012-13 school year



· Funding for 10% of the state’s Kindergarten students was initially available in the 2007-08 school year.  Funding for 22% of our students is available for the 2012-13 school year
· In the 2012-13 school year, the state is funding 222 schools in 89 school districts
· These schools enroll approximately 17,600 students.  There are 80,000 students in kindergarten


· The 2009 Legislature made state-funded full-day Kindergarten part of the state’s constitutionally protected definition of “basic education”
· In the recent Supreme Court case on school funding,  the judges indicated that “…at the current pace, the State would not fund all-day kindergarten for all eligible students until the 2090-91 school year.”




For additional information, contact Bob Butts, OSPI Assistant Superintendent of Early Learning, at bob.butts@k12.wa.us or 360.725.0420

							January 2013 - OSPI Early Learning Division
