
The backstory: A law 
without enforcement 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

prohibits disability discrimination in federally-
funded programs

ensures equal access to the opportunities of 
these programs

requires reasonable accommodations

Sourced from https://judithheumann.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SyWcCuVta7M
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-799/pdf/COMPS-799.pdf
https://judithheumann.com/
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The litigation scare 
• 2024: Health and Human 

Services updates rules

• 17 states sue Health and Human 
Services (Kennedy) 

• Challenge updated regulations 

• Ask Court to strike Section 504 
rules and find Section 504 
unconstitutional 

• Would wipe out 
generations of advocacy 
and discrimination 
protection for millions of 
Americans with disabilities 

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/images/press/HHS%20Rehabilitation%20Act%20Complaint%20Filestamped.pdf
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/images/press/HHS%20Rehabilitation%20Act%20Complaint%20Filestamped.pdf


The litigation 
• After extraordinary advocacy, 

April 2025, parties abandon 
constitutional challenge 

• States are still challenging rules 

• Still at stake: disability 
discrimination protection: 

• Right to receive community 
instead of institutional services 

• Life saving healthcare or organ 
transplants

• Accessible medical equipment, 
assistive technology, websites 

• Allocation of scare resources, 
like medical care during 
pandemic 
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ADA

504
IDEA

Americans with Disabilities Act 
• All students with disabilities 
• Access 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
• Students who need reasonable 

accommodations or modifications through 
“504 plan” 

Individuals with Disabilities Act 
• Students with disabilities who 

qualify in 1 of 14 categories
Individualized Education Plan 

• Specially-designed instruction 



504 protections 
for Tribal 
students 
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The Challenge: 
Seeking justice for 
discrimination under 
Section 504



Family Struggles 



Advocacy Next Steps 



Nicholle Mineiro 
nicholle@mlp-law.net 
Chris Elnicki 
christopher.elnicki@teamchild.org 
Andrea Kadlec 
andreak@dr-wa.org 

For more information 

mailto:nicholle@mlp-law.net
mailto:christopher.elnicki@teamchild.org
mailto:andreak@dr-wa.org
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