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FINDING A WAY

We can and must do better 
for Washington's students.



WASHINGTON STATE HAS 

THE PEOPLE, RESOURCES, 

AND INNOVATIVE SPIRIT

TO CREATE THE BEST PUBLIC  

EDUCATION SYSTEM  

IN THE WORLD.  

BUT IT’S GOING TO

TAKE TOUGH DECISIONS 

FROM EACH OF US TO  

MAKE IT A REALITY.



Finding a way forward

At the League of Education Voters, we believe a student’s education should be  

a continuum with seamless transitions. Our vision, A Way Forward, requires a new 

definition of basic education, which includes early learning, strategic investments in K–12 

education, and a postsecondary degree or certification for each Washington student.

While some may suggest that this definition is more than we can afford, we believe 

that we cannot afford not to make this investment. Too many kids, particularly  

low-income kids, arrive at kindergarten already behind. At the other end of the 

education spectrum, all evidence points to the need for a postsecondary degree  

or certificate in preparation for the jobs of today and tomorrow.

A high-quality public education system from early learning through postsecondary 

is critical to ensuring a strong home-grown workforce and state economy.

Washington state has the people, resources, and innovative spirit to create  

the best public education system in the world, but it’s going to take tough decisions 

from each of us to make it a reality. During 2016, we are engaging policymakers, 

community members, parents, and educators across the state to discuss this vision 

and how, working together, we can make it a reality. We invite you to join us.

Thank you for all you do to ensure that each Washington student receives an 

excellent public education, from cradle to career. We could not do it without you.

 

Chris Korsmo, CEO



2015 Passage of the Early Start Act (HB 1491),  
legislation that provides an opportunity for all 
children to arrive at school ready to learn and  
for families to break the cycle of poverty.

2015 was a successful year for those of us working to improve public education in 

Washington state. Thanks to your support, the League of Education Voters (LEV) 

and the LEV Foundation worked with partners to shape education policy debates, 

build powerful coalitions, and grow the number of grassroots advocates in order 

to improve education outcomes for all our students.

During 2015, LEV partnered with the Early Learning Action Alliance (ELAA) to 

pass the Early Start Act, which will create more high-quality childcare, help more 

families make better informed choices, and, ultimately, help more children be 

ready for kindergarten. The Legislature expanded the Early Childhood Education 

and Assistance Program (ECEAP), providing access to the program for 1,600 more 

children beginning in 2015.

Thanks to advocacy from LEV and our partners, the Legislature also put 

$1.3 billion toward basic education by fully funding full-day kindergarten and  
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the state’s obligation toward K–12 materials, supplies, and operating costs (MSOC) 

by the 2016–2017 school year. The budget also funded class-size reduction in 

grades K–3. In addition, the Legislature funded cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) 

for teachers per Initiative 732, as well as an additional $153 million COLA for 

teachers. And tuition was reduced at all public two- and four-year colleges, along 

with $41 million added to the Opportunity Scholarship.

LEV trained over 850 parents, families, and community members to advocate 

for education improvements and issues impacting our kids and schools. We 

expanded our Lunchtime LEVinar series to offer webinars on timely issues, 

including the Smarter Balanced Assessments and school strikes.

The stories that follow are just a few of the highlights from 2015 made possible 

through the generous support of our donors.



Funding cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) for 
teachers per Initiative 732, as well as an additional 
$153 million COLA for teachers.

Increase of $1.3 billion in education funding for 
the 2015–17 biennium, which includes fully 
funding full-day kindergarten, K-3 class size 
reduction and K-12 materials, supplies and 
operating costs (MSOC).

Activists of the month 

In our monthly e-newsletter, Ed Advocate, we highlight the work of parents and 

community members who advocate with LEV on behalf of all Washington students.

During 2015, Tony Vo was one of LEV’s Activists of the Month. He testified at 

a hearing for Rep. Sharon Tomiko Santos' bill on closing the opportunity gap 

(HB 1541) and mobilized six others to attend and testify. He also worked on the 

All Students Count campaign, which sought better disaggregation of student 

educational data for all ethnic groups, so that programs and services can be 

better targeted toward the students who need them most. 

Tony Vo graduated from the University of Washington (UW) with a degree in 

public health and American ethnic studies. While at the UW, Tony began working 

with underrepresented minorities as a Student Ambassador, and he noticed that 

Southeast Asians tended to get lumped into the “model minority” stereotype.  

Tony says, “I didn’t see myself in that stereotype. I grew up in White Center. 

Vietnamese was my first language. Many of my peers have similar stories—we 

come from low-income, refugee backgrounds.” So Tony started doing advocacy 

work on behalf of Southeast Asian American communities.

In an editorial for the International Examiner, Tony writes: “High school dropout 

rates are as high as 40 percent for Hmong, 38 percent for Laotian, and 35 percent 

for Cambodian students. A cycle of poverty forms for Southeast Asians when 

there is not a clear path to higher education.”

At the Opportunity Gap bill hearing, Tony and the others testified about their  

experiences as English Language Learners, the importance of data disaggregation,  

cultural competency, and more. Tony also worked with five student interns 

to collect 300 cards signed by community members from across the state in 

2015 Activists  
of the Month

Sharon Taubel

Emma Margraf

Tony Vo

Dakoda Foxx

Gabriel Portugal

Ambassadors of 
Lakeview Achieving 
Success



Expansion of the Early Childhood Education 
and Assistance Program (ECEAP), providing 
access  to the program for 1,600 more children 
beginning in 2015.

support of recommendations by the Educational Opportunity Gap Oversight and 

Accountability Committee (EOGOAC), specifically regarding the use of better data 

disaggregation, which they then delivered to legislators after the hearing.

Tony is also a council member of the Southeast Asian Education (SEAeD) coalition, 

which formed in 2011 to raise awareness of how the opportunity and achievement 

gaps affect Southeast Asian American students.

Tony is an “amazing activist” according to League of Education Voters Community 

Organizer Joyce Yee.

What’s next for Tony? Well, Tony says he wants to continue his advocacy work 

and mobilize others to advocate, as well. He is considering graduate school in 

either social work or education. But, wherever Tony ends up, he says that he will 

always be involved and active in the Southeast Asian American community.

Leaps forward in Early Learning

Washington state has made steady progress over the years in increasing access 

to high-quality early learning. While that progress has been meaningful, it has 

also left far too many children without care and far too many in poor care.

By passing the Early Start Act (HB 1491) in 2015, our Legislature increased access 

to high-quality early learning and dramatically increased the quality and viability 

of our childcare system.
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$41 million added to the Opportunity Scholarship, 
which helps low- and middle- income Washington 
state residents earn their bachelor’s degrees in 
the high-demand fields of science, technology, 
engineering, math and health care.

Tuition reduced at all public two-year and four-
year colleges—by 15 percent for University of 
Washington and Washington State University 
students, 20 percent for regional four-year 
university students, and 5 percent for two-year 
community and technical college students.

Great strides in Higher Education

Given where we were a few short years ago, when higher education was used as the ATM 

machine to balance the budget (higher education took a 50 percent cut between 2008 and 

2013), the change is as positive as it is breathtaking.

Tuition was reduced at all public two-year and four-year colleges. Faculty and staff at 

both two- and four-year institutions received long-delayed increases in pay. Targeted 

investments in high-need areas were made.

Although the Legislature did not increase funding for the State Need Grant, they did allow 

higher education institutions to maintain all current services while increasing affordability 

and access to postsecondary education for approximately 200,000 students across the 

state. And the Legislature added $41 million to the Opportunity Scholarship.



“	�LEV empowers me to find and use my own 
voice.”  —Sharon Taubel

DEMOCRACY IN ACTION: LEV travels to Washington, DC

In January 2015, League of Education Voters Community Organizer Ruvine Jiménez 

and two Tri-Cities education advocates, Quontica Sparks and Gabriel Portugal, 

traveled to Washington, DC, to attend a U.S. Senate Education Committee hearing 

and speak with legislators. Here is Ruvine's account of her trip:

I am so appreciative for the opportunity to visit Washington, DC, and attend a 

U.S. Senate Education Committee hearing on the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA) reauthorization, as well as speak to our senators, representatives, 

and their legislative aides. I enjoyed hearing from Senator Patty Murray about her 

hopes for all Washington kids and speaking with my 4th Congressional District 

Representative Dan Newhouse, who hails from Sunnyside, Washington.

We were given the opportunity to stand up and testify on behalf of all children. But 

most importantly, I was grateful for the opportunity to explain why accountability, 
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“	�My work with LEV has raised my awareness  
to the systemic issues we face in public  
education. LEV has provided me with valuable 
tools to speak up, step up, and enact change.” 
—Juliet Perry

“�	�I advocate for kids because it matters. I have 
always cared about education but LEV gave 
me the tools and knowledge to translate that 
concern into meaningful action.”   
—Betsy Cohen

fair and reliable assessments, and equal access to high-quality public education 

is important for all kids. The legislators and aides were receptive to our message.

My own grandson experienced trauma at the age of three — a time when children’s 

brains are rapidly growing. Thanks to my work with the Department of Early Learning 

and supporting childcare providers, I learned about developmental guidelines and 

benchmarks. I became concerned with his cognitive skills when he turned four, and 

I began making a concerted effort to make sure his development was progressing 

as it should.

He is doing much better socially and emotionally now as a second grader. None-

theless, when he starts third grade, it is imperative that he be tested so that we can 

request additional supports through the special education department if needed.

I am deeply concerned not just for my own grandchildren but for all children.  

They are our future leaders.

314 Attendees participated in our online Lunchtime LEVinars

850 Parents and community members attended LEV trainings

1,630 Grassroots “actions” taken by LEV advocates

12,583 Readers of ED ADVOCATE, LEV’s monthly e-newsletter

23,430 Unique visits to the LEV website

LEV Foundation by the numbers in 2015

When we left Representative Newhouse’s office, we walked outside to see tens of 

thousands of people marching down the National Mall, and the first thought that 

came to me was that this is democracy in action. I am humbled to be a part of it.



How we’re finding a way forward in 2016 

We believe the pathway to providing a high-quality public education for all 

students begins with identifying and funding what works.

For LEV, this requires a new definition of basic education, which includes early 

learning, strategic investments in teacher compensation and professional learning, 

and a postsecondary degree or certification for each Washington student.

During 2016, LEV will continue to work with our legislative champions and 

partners in Olympia to achieve ample, equitable, and sustainable funding for 

public education. To fund the League of Education Voters’ vision of an education 

continuum, we must overhaul how we fund public education in our state. To be 

successful will require us to think differently about the investment we make to  

support education and prepare each of our state’s students for the future.
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We can and must do better for Washington’s students 

Our work with community partners will continue to expand in eastern 

Washington, from the Tri-Cities to Spokane and beyond. Our parent and 

community trainings across the state will identify new partners, such as early 

learning childcare providers, and we will work side by side with them to advocate 

for higher-quality learning opportunities for all our students.

We look forward to working with higher education partners to identify 

opportunities to promote postsecondary access and completion.

With your support, we will continue to partner with parents, community members, 

business leaders, and educators to ensure that Washington has a high-quality 

public education system, from early learning through higher education.



 Total all funds 2015 2014 2013

(unaudited)

 Earned revenue 

 Foundation & nonprofit grants $  1,200,125 $  2,936,647 $  2,041,351 

 Individual contributions  826,493  463,047  349,121 

 Corporate contributions  80,000  95,350  78,164 

 Events, net of expenses  97,455  128,364  121,162 

 Other  21,241  181,145  204,750 

 Total earned revenue $  2,225,313 $  3,804,553 $  2,794,548 

 Expenses 

 Overhead $  584,210 $  600,314 $  463,562 

 Fundraising  134,679  176,439  153,312 

 Direct program  1,512,260  1,374,170  1,310,640 

 South Shore School  918,852  971,816  994,540 

 Total expenses $  3,150,001 $  3,122,739 $  2,922,054 

 Total change to reserves $  (924,688) $  681,814 $  (127,506)

 Balance sheet 

 Total assets $  1,824,629 $  2,869,466 $  3,634,501 

 Total liabilities  522,125  627,029  2,073,876 

 Net assets $  1,302,505 $  2,242,437 $  1,560,625 

 Liquidity 

 Cash & investments $  1,058,146 $  1,232,511 $  661,228 

 Unrestricted net assets $  84,229 $  355,544 $  529,997 

 Board operating reserve $  200,000 $  100,000 $  50,000 

Financial overview
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CORPORATE, FOUNDATION,  
AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Alaska Airlines 

Anonymous (2) 

Aurora Lilac Fund

Bezos Family Foundation 

The Sheri and Les Biller Family Foundation

Boeing Company

Boeing Matching Gift

Calvert Foundation Impact Assets 

Carter Subaru

Cerillion N4 Partners 

Child Care Resources 

College Spark Foundation

College Success Foundation

David and Cathy Habib Foundation 

DHM Research

Dovetailing

EcoNorthwest

Fidelity Charitable Gifts

C.Gants, PRR

Inspirus Credit Union 

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

K&L Gates

The Hanlon Foundation

Knossos Foundation

Kraft Foods Group Foundation

Landsman & Fleming LLP

McKinstry

Microsoft Corporation

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program

Morgan Stanley Global Impact Funding Trust 

NAACP Snohomish County Branch

Ordinary People Foundation

About the LEV Foundation

The LEV Foundation (LEVF) is a 501(c)3 charitable organization that provides  

strategic, accurate, and timely information about research-driven education  

policies and practices to citizens, educators, policymakers, and the media.

LEVF partners with community-based organizations to educate parents and  

community members about how they can improve public education systems  

in their communities and across the state.

LEVF’s programs include coalition building, grassroots organizing, training,  

policy research, and analysis. LEVF works to improve opportunities for every  

public school student in the state, and especially, students and families who  

are historically underserved and disproportionately affected by failing systems.

Pacific Coast Feather Company

Pemco Mutual Insurance Company

Peterson Sullivan LLP

Raikes Foundation

Satterberg Foundation 

The Seattle Foundation 

The Seattle Times

Sound Credit Union

Thrive Washington

Tulalip Tribes

United Jewish Foundation 

United Way of King County 

Vulcan, Inc.

Washington State Charter Schools Association 

Washington State University

Workhouse Creative, Inc.

LEV FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chris Korsmo, President and Executive Director 

Tom Weeks, Board Chair

Janet Levinger, Immediate Past Chair 

Kevin Washington, Treasurer

Arik Korman, Secretary 

Karen Cooper

Thelma Jackson 

Erin Kahn

Chris Larson 

Sharonne Navas

Sarah Reyneveld

Renee Radcliff Sinclair 

Hope Teague-Bowling 

Larry Wright



DONORS

Courtney Acitelli
Rachelle Alston
Glenn Anderson
Nancy Anderson
Anonymous (6)
Lesley Austin
Janis Avery  

and Mary Kabrich
Mona H. Bailey
Dea Barnett
Jessica de Barros
Megan Bartot
Destiny Bassett
Laura Bay
Russ Beard
Pamela Belyea
Heidi Bennett
Karen Besserman
Lisa and Paul Bialek
Alexandra Blackstone
Watson and Jane Blair
J. Blake
Stephan Blanford
Frank Blethen
David Bley
Debbi and Paul Brainerd
Heather Bridges
Theresa Britschgi
Doug Brown
Susan Pierson Brown  

and Richard Brown
Tom Brubaker
Bill Bryant
Diane Buckley
Tom Bugert
Tim Burgess
Malia Burns
S. Ward and Judy Bushnell
Sarah Butcher
Kurt Buttleman
Terry Byington
Sylvester Caan 
Christine Campbell 
Tania de Sa Campos
Greg Canova
Allison Capen  

and Mark Iverson
Michael Cheever 
Lisa Chick
Lisa Chin 
Betsy Cohen 
Christy Collins 
Lance Colyar
William Conner 
Stephan Coonrod 
Julie Cooper 
Karen Cooper
Lynn Coriano  

and Nigel Euling
Juan Cotto 
Kate Coxon 
Kimi Credle 
Aileen Cronin
Bruce Dammeier
Steven Daschle
Michael Debell
Leslie Decker
John Delafield
Cheryl Di Re
Carmela Dellino
Wendy Durst

Deb Eddy
Frank Edgar
Susann Edmond
Lisa Strauch Eggers
Maria Ehsan
Cheryl Ellsworth 
John Engber
Meeghan Engberg
Christine Enslein
Walter Euyang
Annette Evans
Cary Evans
Kelly Evans
Rick Farmer
Mary Fertakis
Kathryn Flores
Kyle Frankiewich
Thomas Franta
Jim Fridley and Elaine Scott
Senator David Frockt
Carol Frodge
Joyce and Louis Frogner
Sandi Fukumoto
Mark Funk
William H. Gates
Jill Geary
Kevin Geiger 
Dennis Gerlitz
Stacy Gillett
Heather Gingerich
Anthony Gittens 
Susan Goding 
Rebecca Goehner 
Ben Golden
Meg Goldman 
Ann Goos 
Barry Goren 
Jon Gould
Howard Greenwood 
Lisa Grindell
Ryan Groshong
Kacey Guin 
Clarence Gunn 
Erin Gustafson
Kendall Guthrie  

and Eric Honea
Cathy and David Habib 
Julie Hankes
Edie Harding 
Ramona Hattendorf 
Leah Hausman
Leanne and Rick Hawkins
Linda Hendrickson
Jean Hernandez
David Hill
Lindsay Hill
Aaron Hilliard
Janet Hilton
Kathryn Hobbs
Charles Hoff
Ross Hogin
Nancy and Hoover Hopkins
Jason Huff
Jim Hurley
Peter Hussey
Andrea Insley
Dena Isaac
Dr. Thelma Jackson
Trudi Jackson
Debrena Jackson Gandy 

and Adera Gandy

Marty Jacobs
Lisa Jaret
Ruvine Jimenez
Betsy Johnson
Alex Johnston
Jene Jones
Erin and Brad Kahn
Katherine Kaiser
Ata Karim
Lisa Karl
David and Jennifer Karls
Carol Kasner
Barbara Kelley 
Juliette Schindler Kelly 
Thomas Kelly 
Jillian Killby 
Paul Killpatrick
Caroline King
Susan Klastorin
Katherine Kleitsch 
Danette Knudson 
Mike Komola
Arik Korman 
Christine Korsmo 
Diane Kroll 
Alison Krupnick 
Lee Lambert
Mary Beth Lambert 
LaVerne Lamoureux 
Heidi De Laubenfels
Steven Leahy 
Sherry Lehmann 
Seth Levy
Yuyun Lewis 
Kristina Libby 
Tracy Libros
Senator Steve Litzow 
Amy Y. Liu
Eric Liu
J Lockwald 
Patrick Long
Naria Lucia
Lisa and Ross Macfarlane
William MacGeorge
Cathy MacLeod
Peter Maier
Caroline Maillard
Angus Mairs
Paola Maranan  

and Paul Wirsing
Sarah Margeson
Kimberly Martinez
Harium Martin-Morris
Dawn Mason
Matt Matson
Rep Marcie Maxwell
Kristina Mayer
Marian and David McDermott
Joanne McEachen
John McGuire
Rob McKenna
Bob McNamara
Gilbert Mendoza
Jenifer Merkel
Alison Meryweather
Thomas and Margaret 

Mesaros
Margaret Meyers
Donna Mikula
Steve Miller and Pam Cowan
Kimberly Mitchell

Susan Mitchell
Jessica Monger
Cliff Monlux
Pat Montgomery 
Erik Morgan
Pam Morris 
Sara Morris
Katie Mosehauer
Anne Mulherkar
Kelly Ann Munn
J. Isabel Munoz-Colon 
Marty Nelson
Jilda Nettleton
Marta and Carroll Newberry 
Don Nielsen
Stephen Nielsen 
Jessica Norouzi 
Roxanna Norouzi
Eileen Norton  

and Patricia Bettasso
Dr. and Mr. Ocasio Hochheimer
Ann O’Doherty 
Gary Oertli
Mari Offenbecher 
Mary Ellen O’Keefe 
Colleen Oliver 
Frank Ordway 
Vicki Orrico
Melissa Pailthorp
Alan Painter
Virginia Park
Deborah and Jeff Parsons 
Louise Pathe
Betty Patu 
Samuel Pederson 
John Pehrson
Melissa Pendelton
Donald and Marlene Peters 
Jeff Petty
Thomas B. Pitchford 
Mona Pitre-Collins 
Mary Lynne Poole 
Telca Porras
David Powell
Tamara Power-Drutis
Laurel and Stephen Preston 
Mitch Price
Marquita Prinzing 
Kathy Putt
Karl Quackenbush 
Lyle Quasim
Cynthia Raffety
Brinton Ramsey 
Tony Ramsey 
Sheri Ranis 
Micaela Razo 
Vaho Rebassoo 
Jay Reich
Jon Reingold
Sarah Reyneveld  

and Joel Merkel 
Mian Rice
Thomas Riley 
Sharon Rodgers
Judy and Floyd Rogers 
Matt Rosenberg
Evelyne Rozner  

and Matt Griffin 
David Rule
Renee Russak 
Angela Russell 

Jackie Schultz
Cheryl Schulz 
Kiana Scott 
Pete Sechler 
Adel Sefrioui 
John Sharify 
Gene Sharratt
Alison and Barry Shaw 
Bill Shaw
Mike Sheehan 
Adam Sherman 
Tracy Sherman 
Kimberly Shin
Renee Radcliff Sinclair 
Christine Shotwell 
Byron Shutz Jr 
Beth Sigall
Priya Singh 
Ekkarath Sisavatdy 
Catherine Smith 
Warren Smith Sr. 
Amy Spinelli 
Yolanda Spiva 
Nelle Steele
Jennifer and Robert 

Stephenson 
Cory and Karen Stevens
Denise Stiffarm
Susan Sullivan
Steve and Liann Sundquist 
Shirley and Archie Sutton 
Catherine Sweeney
Anne Tarver 
Mary Theisen
Jennifer Thompson
Lynne Tucker 
Wendolyn Turkatte 
Carol Van Noy
Jan and John Vance
Tom and Karen Vander Ark 
Jacob Vela
Jill Wakefield 
Elizabeth Warman 
Kevin C. Washington 
Suzanne Weaver
Bob Weeks  

and Sally Shintaffer 
Pamela Weeks
Tom Weeks 
Vicki Weeks 
John Welch
Ronna and Jordan Weltman 
Sara Wetstone
Scott Wetstone 
Sam Whiting 
Jen Wickens 
Maggie Wilkens 
Cindi Williams 
Jill Williams
L. Williams
D.C. Wolf
Elaine and Larry Woo 
Kristen Woodward 
Gerald and Felicia Wright 
Larry Wright
John Wyble 
Ann Wyckoff
Florencia Ybarra 
Evelyn Yenson 
Dan Youmans 
Jenny Young

We apologize for any errors or omissions to this list. Please contact info@educationvoters.org to make any corrections.
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Anonymous

Jackie and Mike Bezos

Nick Hanauer 

Janet Levinger and Will Poole

John Pehrson

LEV BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chris Korsmo, President and Executive Director

Karen Cooper, Board Chair

Sarah Reyneveld, Vice Chair

Kevin Washington, Treasurer

Arik Korman, Secretary

Vange Ocasio Hochheimer

Betsy Johnson

Lee Lambert

Janet Levinger

Dean Nielsen

Marquita Prinzing

David Schaefer

Bill Shaw

Tom Weeks

About the League of Education Voters

Founded in 2001, the League of Education Voters (LEV) is a non-partisan 501(c)4 

organization that partners with parents, students, and civic leaders to advocate 

for a high-quality public education system in Washington state. LEV is the only 

statewide organization working to improve public education from early learning 

through higher education and to ensure ample, equitable, and stable funding.

Working on behalf of students, LEV has successfully led the charge on many  

of the landmark funding and policy decisions helping to improve the education  

landscape in Washington.

We apologize for any errors or omissions to this list. Please contact info@educationvoters.org to make any corrections.





OUR VISION IS THAT EVERY 
STUDENT IN WASHINGTON 
STATE HAS ACCESS TO  
AN EXCELLENT PUBLIC  
EDUCATION THAT PROVIDES 
THE OPPORTUNITY  
FOR SUCCESS.

2734 Westlake Ave N  
Seattle, WA 98109 
206.728.6448 
educationvoters.org

We invite you to join us in pursuing this vision.




