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Low-income kids get the least exposure
to family reading time, weekend day
trips, preschool, summer camp, and after-
school programming — adding up to a
6,000 hour learning gap by 6th grade!

High-quality expanded learning opportunities, such as
afterschool and summer programs, correlate with decreased
academic gaps, improved behavior and social-emotional
skills, fewer school absences, and lower dropout for all student
groups.? High-quality apprenticeships and internships for high
schoolers help students connect their schooling to important
workforce skills.?

The Washington Legislature made initial investments in the
Expanded Learning Opportunities Quality Initiative, which
provides professional development, technical assistance, and a
quality measurement system to ensure that programs offered
to Washington youth are high-quality and effective. An additional
$2.25M investment to expand the ELO Quality Initiative can
increase the number of programs able to participate by 330—
and increase access to high-quality programs for more than
11,000 students across the state.

85% of parents support public funding for increased access
to high-quality expanded learning programs — before school,
after school, and during the summer. And 7 out of 10 say that
afterschool programs help them keep their jobs.*
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