
Invest $2.25 MM 
in the Expanded 
Learning 
Opportunities 
Quality Initiative.
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Low-income kids get the least exposure 

to family reading time, weekend day 

trips, preschool, summer camp, and after-

school programming – adding up to a 

6,000 hour learning gap by 6th grade.1

High-quality expanded learning opportunities, such as 
afterschool and summer programs, correlate with decreased 
academic gaps, improved behavior and social-emotional 
skills, fewer school absences, and lower dropout for all student 
groups.2 High-quality apprenticeships and internships for high 
schoolers help students connect their schooling to important 
workforce skills.3

The Washington Legislature made initial investments in the 
Expanded Learning Opportunities Quality Initiative, which 
provides professional development, technical assistance, and a 
quality measurement system to ensure that programs offered 
to Washington youth are high-quality and effective. An additional 
$2.25M investment to expand the ELO Quality Initiative can 
increase the number of programs able to participate by 330—
and increase access to high-quality programs for more than 
11,000 students across the state.

85% of parents support public funding for increased access 
to high-quality expanded learning programs – before school, 
after school, and during the summer. And 7 out of 10 say that 
afterschool programs help them keep their jobs.4

1 http://www.expandedschools.org/the-learning-gap#sthash.mNw4jhXx.dpbs
2 Little (2009). Supporting Student Outcomes through Expanded Learning Opportunities.
3 Cunha & Heckman (2006). Investing in Our Young People.
4 Afterschool Alliance: Afterschool Programs in Demand (2014). America After 3pm.
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Nissana Nov works with the Many 

Minds Youth Council, an extracurricular 

organization that trains youth to 

become community organizers and 

advocates for increased mental 

health services for youth. 

“We use a strengths-based approach to youth leadership 
development. We see our young people as experts as 
they have an incredible amount of insight. Youth-serving 
programs such as the one I manage turn classroom 
concepts into action and students into change agents. 
We provide opportunities for youth to work with 
various stakeholders in their own community setting to 
understand and investigate the systems in which they 
live in order to evolve and thrive in healthy ways.

“Afterschool programs provide a safe place for 
our young people to thrive, grow, be challenged, 
and engage in positive ways with their peers. It is a 
place where mistakes and failures are embraced. 
As a trusted adult and mentor in these young 
people’s lives, it has been powerful to see how 
youth-serving programs have impacted their 
leadership capacities and personal growth. In 
these spaces, youth have an opportunity to 
learn and grow which has had a huge impact 
on their self-esteem. And when our young 
people’s confidence increases, they thrive.  
With increased confidence, youth will achieve 
more and contribute to the communities that 
they live in.”
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