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REIMBURSEMENT
RATES
High-quality early childhood education can ensure that kids
start school kindergarten ready, and increase test scores
throughout their elementary and high school education.1
These benefits are particularly important for kids from low
income families, who face more income-related stress and are
more likely to have all parents working. Currently, only 30.5%
of kindergarteners from low-income households enter school
fully kindergarten-ready – nearly half the rate of kindergarten
readiness for their non-low income peers.2
But many working families who use state-subsidized programs
to ensure their kids are prepared for kindergarten – Working
Connections Child Care (WCCC) subsidies and the Washington
Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP)
– often struggle to find a program for their children because
the state doesn’t fully reimburse providers for the care and
education they provide. These low reimbursement rates – in
some regions nearing only 50% of the cost of care3 – often
mean providers have to limit the slots they offer to babies
and preschoolers from low income families – or endanger
their small businesses. When providers offer fewer slots for
kids on subsidy, their parents have difficulty finding highquality programs who will accept their children – sometimes
contacting as many as thirty or forty providers before they
can find a safe, loving place for their children while they work.4
This problem looms beyond the economic situation of families
and providers. Washington’s federal monies for early
childhood education via the Child Care and Development
Block Grant (CCDBG) requires us to provide adequate and
fair subsidies to providers. This federal requirement is in place
to ensure that children from low income families are not
disadvantaged in finding care.5 But our subsidies fail to cover
the cost of care in any region6 — a situation which disadvantages
children from low income families in finding high-quality child
care placements.
By investing the money necessary to meet the cost of care, our
state could bolster the entire early childhood education sector.
With higher reimbursement rates, providers will have more
resources to meet Early Achievers standards, accept more
children, or pay their staff higher wages to reduce staff attrition.
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LOOKING AHEAD
Washington should make
the necessary investments
to make sure every kid
can access high quality
childcare between birth to
age 5, when 90% of their
brain growth happens. This
year, that means increasing
Working Connections and
ECEAP reimbursement rates
to the cost of care in each
region – starting with infant
care rates.

Prioritizing early childhood education will help move us towards a more equitable and just education system.
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